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with preceding centuries. Our forefathers laid great
emphasis upon " types " of our Lord to be found
in the Old Testament. What are the more popular
and familiar u types'' we use from the Bible? At
most they are incidents and circumstances whifih
shew similarity in detail, and in spirit to a greater
or less degree, to parts of our Lord's life, or whatever
else they may be considered to typify. From the
important position that has been accorded them in
popular teaching in the past they appear to have been
invested with a highly spiritual and hence even
doctrinal significance. It seems most probable that
this was to our forefathers one way of expressing
in somewhat mystic terms the great Messianic hopes
of the Hebrews which are being made more and more
clear to us to-day both as to their original nature
and as regards their fulfilment in our Lord. True
Messianic types in the Old Testament are a priceless
treasure, and great would be our loss without them.
Yet it cannot but be acknowledged that some of the
" types " that have found their way even into the
prayers incorporated in our Book of Common Prayer
have been at least incongruous. Many of us, with
Dean Inge, " have riot quite been able to see the
relevance of the reference to the water which drowned
the rest of the world in connection with the subject
of Baptism." *

It is not too much to say that the teaching of the
sacrifice of Isaac as a type of our Lord's sacrifice
upon the Cross has been both incongruous and
harmful, and that it has encouraged a false doctrine

1 Lecture on the Revision of the Prayer Book, delivered at
Sion College, Nov. 26, 1918.